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Notice: 2024 Major Contributor Reporting Period (General Election) 

The report in g per iod for  major  contr ib utor  report s  as  i t  re lates  to  the  

November 5 ,  202 4,  Genera l  E lect ion begins  on Sunday,  October  6 ,  2024,  and 

runs through Monday,  November  4 ,  2024 .  Sect ion 1 -45-108(2 .5)  C .R.S . ,  

requires  the f i l ing  o f  major  contr ibutor  reports  no later  than twenty - four  

(24)  hours  after  receipt  of  a  major  cont r ibut ion .  A  major  contr ibut ion i s  

def ined as  a  contr ib ut ion,  in c ludin g can didate loans /contr ibut ions ,  of  

$1,000 or  more at  any t ime w ith in  30 d ays  of  a  pr imary ,  gener al ,  or  regu lar  

b iennia l  school  e lect ion.  The major  con tr ibutor  report  i s  d ue in  addit ion  to  

regular ly  schedu led  contr ibut ion and expenditure  report s .  TRACER ,  the 

camp aign f inan ce d i sc losu re webs ite ,  w i l l  automat ica l ly  generate  a  major  

contr ibutor  report  upon entry of  a  qua l i fy ing contr ibut ion / loan  into  the 

system. Data entry of  qual i f y in g  cont r ibut ion (s)/ loan (s )  in to  TRACER should  

be comp leted on th e day the contr ibut ion / loan  i s  rece ived to  avo id  late  

penalt ies .   

For  your  convenien ce,  severa l  contr ibu t ion scenar ios  h ave been inc luded 

below.  Th ese scenar ios  can b e used as  a  gu ide in  determining whether  a  

major  contr ibutor  report  i s  required by  law.  I f  you need ass ist ance or  have 

addit iona l  quest ion s,  you can reach Campaign F inan ce Sup port  by e - mai l  at  

cpfhelp @coloradosos.gov ,  or  b y te leph one at  303 -894-2200 (d ia l  3  then 1 ) .   

Notes:   

•  This  app l ies  to  ALL  pol i t i ca l  part ies ,   

•  This  app l ies  to  cand idate committees w hose of f i ce  app ears  on the 

2024 bal lot ,  

•  A candidate contr ibut ing /loaning  $1,000 or  mor e to  their  own 

campaign wi l l  t r igger  a  major  contr ibutor  report  that  must  be f i le d,  

•  This  app l ies  to  ALL  I ssue Committees ,  and   

mailto:cpfhelp@coloradosos.gov


Page 2 of 5 
 

• 527 Pol i t ical  Or ganizat ions and Independent  Expenditur e Committees  

are  NOT requi red to  f i le  major  contr ibu tor  report s .  

Contribution Scenarios  

Scenario 1: Contributor X gives you a $1,250 contribution via check on October 2nd and you 

deposit it on October 5th; are you required to file a major contributor report? If so, when is the 

report due?  

Answer: No major contributor report is due because the contribution was not given or 

deposited within 30 days of the general election.  

Scenario 2: Contributor Y gives you a $1,050 contribution via check on October 11th and you 

deposit it on October 14th; are you required to file a major contributor report? If so, when is the 

report due? 

Answer: Yes, a major contributor report is due because 1) the contribution was $1,000 or more 

and 2) date given/deposited was within 30 days of the general election. The report is due no 

later than 24 hours after receipt of the contribution.  
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Note: Here is a reference chart for determining the date of a contribution per Campaign 

and Political Finance Rule 10.4: 

Contribution Type Acceptance Date 

Check The date the check is received at the earliest, 

or the deposit date at the latest. If the 

committee receives a donation by check or 

money order within five business days before 

the end of a reporting period, the committee 

must deposit or return the contribution 

before the end of the reporting period (Rule 

10.4.1) 

Cash The date cash enters the committee’s 

possession (Rule 10.4.2) 

Credit card, PayPal, or other intermediary 

service 

The date the contributor or donor authorizes 

the payment, or if unknown, the date the 

payment intermediary transfers the 

contribution or donation (Rule 10.4.3) 

Non-monetary (in-kind) The date the contribution or donation enters 

the committee’s possession, or the date the 

committee has the right to possess or use the 

item (Rule 10.4.5) 

Any other contribution type The date the contribution or donation is 

accepted (Rule 10.4.7) 

Scenario 3: Contributor Z gives you a $900 contribution via check on October 12th and you 
deposit it on October 17th; are you required to file a major contributor report? If so, when is the 
report due?  

Answer: No major contributor report is due because the amount contributed is less than 
$1,000.  

Scenario 4: Contributor V gives you a $400 contribution on October 18th and then a $750 
contribution on November 2nd; are you required to file a major contributor report or reports? If 
so, when is the report or reports due?  
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Answer: Although Contributor V contributed more than a $1,000 within 30 days of the general 
election, no single contribution was equal to or greater than $1,000; therefore, no major 
contributor report is required. 

TRACER View 

When you save a major contribution, you will get a Warning message (see below) telling you a 
24-Hour report is required; click on the Continue Save button to save the contribution.  Please 
thoroughly read the message for valuable information. 

 

A confirmation that the contribution was successfully recorded is displayed.  Once the 

contribution has been recorded, you will need to go file the report. 

 

To file the Major Contributor Report, go to the Reports Due grid on the Overview tab, or File 

Reports tab and click on View/File for the Major Contributor Report. 

 

To file, click on the red File button.  
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You will receive a message the report was successfully submitted; click the red Finished button.  

 

 

The report will now be shown as filed under the Filing History grid on the File Reports tab.  The 

report is also now available for public review. 

 

For step-by-step reporting instructions, please see the following Learn to Use TRACER webinar: 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/CampaignFinance/files/TRACERmp4/Contributions

-Adding24HourMajor.mp4  

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/CampaignFinance/files/TRACERmp4/Contributions-Adding24HourMajor.mp4
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/CampaignFinance/files/TRACERmp4/Contributions-Adding24HourMajor.mp4



